
QUESTIONS & RESPONSES ABOUT EDUCATION, HEALTH AND CARE PLANS - Families 

 

The Government is transforming the system for children and young people with special educational needs (SEN), including those who are 
disabled, so that services consistently support the best outcomes for them. The Children and Families Bill will extend the SEN system from 
birth to 25, giving children, young people and their parents greater control and choice in decisions and ensuring needs are properly met.  A key 
change is replacing Statements of Special Educational Needs and Learning Difficulty Assessments with a new birth to 25 Education, Health 
and Care Plan.   

QUESTION COMMENT 
What is an Education, Health and Care Plan? The Education, Health and Care Plan will replace the ‘Statement’ of 

Special Educational Needs or the ‘Learning Difficulty Assessment’ that 
children and young people get now.  

EHC Plans are integrated support plans for children and young 
people with SEN from 0 to 25. They are focused on achieving 
outcomes and helping children and young people make a positive 
transition to adulthood. They will be produced in partnership with 
parents, children and young people and will be based on a 
coordinated approach to the delivery of services across education, 
health and care.    

Is the North Yorkshire format consistent with the national format? The Department for Education (DFE) are unlikely to suggest a 
standard national format for the EHC Plan but will tell us about 
underlying principles. These principles are that the EHC Plan must be 
person-centred, outcome focussed and done with a family not to them. 
Our EHC Plan differs in the detail from other draft Plans amongst 
Pathfinders but includes all the basic principles required by the DFE. 

When will EHC Plans be introduced? In North Yorkshire, we will be trialling EHC Plans in the autumn term. 
When the legislation is enacted in 2014, the Government will decide 
on the timetable for full implementation. 
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Can anyone request an EHC needs assessment? 

 

The draft SEN Code of Practice indicates that anyone who believes a 
child or young person has or may have special educational needs may 
request that a Local authority conducts an EHC needs assessment. It 
goes on to list as examples: a child’s parents, a young person, a 
person acting on behalf of a school or college, health and social care 
professionals, youth offending teams or probation trusts and those 
responsible for education in custody.  

Statutory assessment itself will not always lead to an EHC Plan. The 
information gathered during an assessment may indicate ways in 
which the school, college or other provider can meet the child or 
young person’s needs without the need for any special educational 
provision to be made by the local authority. 

What if I want an EHC Plan but my school disagrees? 

 

In practice, we expect the majority of requests to come from schools 
as they do now, but we will consider a request from any of the above. 
Our proposal, in the spirit of person centred assessments and 
planning, is to start every assessment with a conversation between 
the family and at least one of the professionals already involved with 
your child.  

Wherever the request comes from, it will be up to the LA to decide 
whether there is evidence that current resources are not enough to 
provide the support needed to help your child achieve reasonable 
outcomes.    

What will happen with health provision e.g. CAMHS who do not share 
information with schools but may be essential for future planning? 

There is a new duty on Health to co-operate with this process, 
including through joint commissioning of services and paying for 
provision that they have agreed in the Plan. Informed parental consent 
to share information about their child will overcome information 
sharing difficulties with partners in Health 

As it is parent and family led – who advocates for the child? 

 

 

Children and young people will be asked for their views before the 
assessment begins. The first page of the Plan is for them- and they 
will be invited to the planning meeting if they wish to be there. We can 
agree a key worker or advocate for your child if necessary. 
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How can we ensure all views are listened to? 

 

The start of the process and the joint meeting at which the EHC Plan 
is drawn up will include the family, those professionals who have been 
part of the assessment and a LA officer.   
 
Everyone will be provided with an opportunity to have their say. The 
questions and the headings in the EHC Plan are designed to be 
family/young person friendly 

How will new families starting their journey know that they can have 
an EHC Plan? 

 

 

Can they have one? 

Information on EHC Plans and the process for assessment will be 
made available in a number of formats – both printed and web based -
and information on how to seek an assessment will be included within 
the Local Offer.  A range of professionals in education, health and 
care will also be aware of the process.  

There is no right to have an EHC Plan. Although it is broader than the 
present assessment system, it is still a Local Authority led process 
with educational needs at its heart. The Local Authority can use a 
number of other means to co-ordinate support for a family, child or 
young person if education is not a significant problem. 

What about children without a diagnosis? A diagnosis has never been essential to the statutory assessment 
process. It is often important for families to have a diagnosis of their 
child’s difficulties in order to make sense of why they may not be 
making good progress.  We are developing a process that starts with 
the question, “What do you want your child to be able to do that s/he 
cannot do now?”  

How will statutory services be accountable for providing the support 
outlined in an EHC Plan? 

Education Services will remain accountable through the SEND 
Tribunal system. Social Care have a robust local complaints process 
through the County Council’s Contact Centre and Health 
Commissioners will have a new legal duty to ensure provision of 
services specified in EHC Plans. 

What is the time scale for an EHC assessment? It is likely to be reduced from the current 26 weeks to 20 weeks and 
we are designing our new process to meet this shorter deadline 

Will there be further meetings like this (parents and professionals 
together)? 

We are designing a process for education, health and care planning 
that puts families and young people at the centre, The Local Offer will 
describe local services in a way that is helpful to you and we need to 
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keep talking with you about these things. 

Parents know their child best. Equally, children and young people are 
well placed to reflect on their experiences, their needs and their 
aspirations. For these reasons, at the core of the Children and 
Families Bill is the expectation that local authorities and educational 
settings place parents and young people at the heart of the processes 
and decisions that will affect the lives of children and young people 
with SEN. 


